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attention is paid to the correct use of the article
and the prepositions and to the recasting and
combining of sentences.
Two lessons watched by the writer in the
middle section of two different schools may here
be described.
The prose text-book of Obertertia in a Real-
gymnasium in Berlin was 'The Bottle Imp', a short
story in Stevenson's Island Nights' Entertain-
ment. As the lesson for the day involved the
elucidation of geographical features, a map of
North and South America had been hung on the
wall. The teacher began by questioning the boys
in English on the idiom, grammar, meanings and
subject-matter of the previous lesson. He then
wrote on the black-board the heads under which
the story should be told and asked those boys
who could narrate it to raise their hands. One of
the many students who had put up their hands
was called to the platform. Whenever he forgot
any point while telling the story, the other boys
were asked to help him. Similarly, they correct-
ed the errors of grammar and idiom committed by
him. The new lesson in the Reader was then
taken up, each boy reading in turn; any mistake
that was made by the boys was corrected by the
teacher after he had given the rest of the class a
chance to correct it. The meanings of words were
explained with the aid of the black-board and ex-
planation of the subject-matter was given with the
aid of the map. Towards the end of the period,
the teacher wrote on the black-board the new